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Cristina Schwarz, Spanish Language TV 

Executive, Argentina/Austria/Chile/Croatia. 
Irving J. Shulman, Business Leader, Rus-

sian. 
Nathaniel L. Sillis, Business Leader, Lith-

uanian/Polish. 
Sam Simonian, Business Leader, Lebanese/ 

Armenian. 
Louis H. Siracusano, Sr., Entrepreneur, 

Italian. 
David S. Slackman, Business Leader, Pol-

ish. 
Richard A. Smith, Business Leader, Ger-

man/Dutch/English. 
Salvatore F. Sodano, Business/Community 

Leader, Italian. 
Taraneh Sohrab, Banker, Persian. 
Harold A. Sorgenti, Business Leader, 

Italian. 
Hon. Eliot Spitzer, NYS Attorney General, 

Austrian/French. 
Robert G. Stanton, Conservation Leader, 

African. 
Jerry Stiller, Polish. 
Thomas C. Sullivan, Business Leader, 

Irish. 
Dr. William A. Athens, Physician/Surgeon, 

Hellenic. 
Sidney Taurel, Business Leader, Spanish. 
W.R. Timken, Jr., Business Leader, Ger-

man. 
Joe Torre, New York Yankees Manager, 

Italian. 
William Ungar, Business Leader, Polish. 
Hon. Thomas Von Essen, NYC Fire Com-

missioner, German. 
Michael Wach, Television Executive, Pol-

ish/Russian. 
LaDane Williamson, Business Leader, 

English/Italian. 
Gary Winnick, Global Financier/Philan-

thropist, Eastern European. 
Barry Zorthian, Communications Consult-

ant, Armenian. 
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HONORING SCOTT CHASE 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2001 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a Good Samaritan named 
Scott Chase. Scott braved the freezing cold 
temperatures to save the life of an older 
woman, who was involved in a tragic accident 
on January 17. 

On that fateful Wednesday afternoon, long- 
time friends Shirley Maris and Mary Belle 
Hamm were meeting other friends for lunch at 
a popular restaurant in Southeast Denver. Ms. 
Maris parked in a space that appeared to be 
on a parking lot. In reality, she drove her car 
onto a 9-foot-deep pond that was covered with 
ice and 3 inches of snow. When the two 
women parked on the ice, their vehicle 
plunged into the water. Several onlookers wit-
nessed this horrible incident. One of these wit-
nesses was Scott Chase, who ran out of his 
company’s boardroom and to the site where 
he saw Ms. Hamm in the vehicle’s rear win-
dow. An employee from the restaurant broke 
the rear window with a propane tank and Scott 
dove into the water and rescued Ms. Hamm 
from the frigid water. Tragically, officers and 
rescue teams could not save Ms. Maris, who 
drowned after being trapped underwater for 20 
minutes. However, Ms. Hamm was treated for 
hypothermia and released from the hospital. 

Mr. Speaker, the entire state of Colorado 
was saddened by Shirley Maris’ untimely 
death. But we were also encouraged by Scott 
Chase’s heroic efforts. When I hear of such 
courageous acts, it gives me great hope for 
our nation because it reminds me of the deep 
wells of compassion that many people shelter 
in their hearts. So today, I honor Scott Chase, 
who did not flinch and who did not brag—he 
merely did what any Good Samaritan would 
do. Scott is a model citizen, and we all can 
learn from his example. 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. DAMON 
CASTILLO, JR., OUTGOING 2000 
PRESIDENT, GREATER RIVER-
SIDE HISPANIC CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2001 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
today to pay tribute to a man who has given 
time and time again to the children, parents 
and communities of Riverside, CA. An indi-
vidual whose dedication and unselfish public 
service has made Riverside a better place to 
live and work. Dr. Damon Castillo, Jr. is one 
of these individuals and much, much more. 

On January 20, 2001 Dr. Castillo was hon-
ored as the outgoing 2000 President of the 
Greater Riverside Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce. In his capacity as President, Damon 
brought his belief that in partnership with the 
local businesses and the communities our 
schools can build a solid foundation of literacy 
knowledge permitting all students to succeed 
well into the next millennium. 

Dr. Damon Castillo, Jr. has 29 years of ex-
perience in the field of education, including 
teaching, administration, personnel manage-
ment and district superintendent. As Super-
intendent of the Alvord Unified School District 
in Riverside, a district serving almost 17,000 
students, Damon oversaw the passage of a 
school bond in the amount of $57 million. That 
school bond measure, combined with state 
funds, allowed the Alvord Unified School Dis-
trict to receive a total of $100 million for mod-
ernization and growth needs. Additionally, dur-
ing his position as superintendent, the district 
continuation school was recognized by the 
state as a ‘‘Model Continuation School.’’ One 
elementary school was also recognized as a 
California Distinguished School—the first in 
the district’s history. 

Damon’s history of involvement in the com-
munity have also included: Member of the 
Board of Directors of the United Way of the In-
land Valleys, President-elect of the Arlington 
Rotary Club, Member of the Riverside City 
Council’s Downtown Specific Plan Committee 
and as a member of my Hispanic Task Force. 
Recognitions have included the 1998 Inland 
Empire Hispanic Image Awards, 1998 Greater 
Riverside Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
Community Service Award, 1999 Minority 
Male Award and the 1999 Presidential Citation 
for Educational leadership. 

His outstanding work to promote Hispanic 
businesses, community organizations and stu-

dents of the Inland Empire make me proud to 
call him a community member and fellow 
American. I know that all of the Inland Empire, 
including myself, are grateful for his contribu-
tions to the betterment of the community and 
salute Damon as the outgoing 2000 President. 
I look forward to continuing to work with him 
for the good of the Inland Empire in the future. 
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H.R. 134 WILL PROVIDE COMPENSA-
TION FOR VETERANS EXPOSED 
TO RADIATION 

HON. PATSY T. MINK 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2001 

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, on Janu-
ary 3, 2001, I introduced H.R. 134 to enable 
veterans exposed to radiation to be consid-
ered for medical assistance without regard to 
their particular level of exposure. The bill also 
expands the definition of radiation-risk activity 
to include veterans exposed to residual con-
tamination. 

The destroyer U.S.S. Brush entered the wa-
ters of the Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshall Is-
lands, an area contaminated with radiation 
from a large number of ships that had served 
as targets during two atmospheric nuclear 
tests. Crew members of the U.S.S. Brush ate 
fish and drank water distilled from the bay and 
crew members made trips to the target ves-
sels to retrieve souvenirs. There was no do-
simetry data collected on the U.S.S. Brush or 
at the Kwajalein Atoll to determine levels of 
exposure. No safety precautions were taken to 
prevent exposure and the crew was unaware 
of the dangers of ionizing radiation. 

Veterans who served on the U.S.S. Brush 
now suffer from a number of diseases that can 
be linked to radiation exposure. However, their 
disability claims have repeatedly been denied 
because they were not onsite participants in 
an atmospheric nuclear test and they were ex-
posed to low levels of ionizing radiation. 

Congress has assisted veterans exposed to 
radiation in the past. In 1988 Congress 
passed the Radiation-Exposed Veterans Com-
pensation Act (Pub. L. 100–321). This law 
covered veterans which participated in a radi-
ation risk activity. The law has three definitions 
of radiation risk activity. They include: Onsite 
participation in a nuclear detonation, occupa-
tion of Hiroshima or Nagasaki, Japan, by 
United States forces during the period begin-
ning on August 6, 1945 and ending on July 1, 
1946, and internment as a prisoner of war in 
Japan during WWII which resulted in the op-
portunity for exposure to ionizing radiation 
comparable to that of veterans occupying Hir-
oshima or Nagasaki. Clearly, this language 
does not cover those veterans exposed to ra-
diation while in the service of their country. 

VA claims that lab tests on these veterans 
show that levels of residual radiation are not 
sufficient to sustain their claims for disability. 
However, these dose levels were based on 
lab tests, not data collected on sight at the 
Kwajalein Atoll. This is important because 
Congress has previously concluded that deter-
mining the level of exposure, unless collected 
onsite, is a futile exercise. Disability claims 
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must be considered without regard to whether 
any particular level of radiation was measured 
for that individual especially when exposure is 
not denied. 

Congress must ensure that veterans ex-
posed to ionizing radiation either on site or re-
sidually be eligible for benefits. Without H.R. 
134 radiation-exposed veterans do not have a 
realistic chance of proving their disability 
claim. I urge my colleagues to support our vet-
erans by co-sponsoring H.R. 134. 

f 

HONORING MR. SCOTT FLORES 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2001 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor Scott Flores, the outgoing chairman 
of the Denver Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, who has made significant contributions 
to the Hispanic community and to Colorado as 
a whole. 

The Denver Hispanic Chamber flourished 
under his leadership. It has been recognized 
not only as the Regional Hispanic Chamber of 
the Year for a nine-state region, but also as 
the leading large Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce in the country, highlighting its important 
leadership role in the local and national His-
panic community. 

During the past year, Scott Flores has been 
the individual most responsible for uniting the 
seven Hispanic Chambers throughout Colo-
rado into a single Colorado Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce Alliance. Although this alliance 
is still in the development phase, it has the po-
tential to unite Colorado Hispanics economi-
cally and socially. This new organization could 
help strengthen existing businesses and es-
tablish new ones. Additionally, this new orga-
nization will likely be partnered with the United 
States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, which 
could help to foster cultural unity and stimulate 
further achievements on the part of the His-
panic community in Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize Mr. 
Scott Flores for his efforts. I have no doubt 
that his work with the Denver Hispanic Cham-
ber will continue to benefit our economy and 
improve American equality and social justice. 
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HONORING BILL NORTH, PRESI-
DENT, JURUPA VALLEY CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2001 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication to the community and to the overall 
well-being of California’s Inland Empire and 
the nation is unparalleled. The Inland Empire 
has been fortunate to have dynamic and dedi-
cated business and community leaders who 
willingly and unselfishly give time and talent to 
making their communities a better place to live 
and work. Mr. Bill North is one of these indi-
viduals. 

On January 27, 2001, Bill North was hon-
ored by the Jurupa Valley Chamber of Com-
merce during his installation dinner, not only 
for being the singular individual in the Cham-
ber’s history to serve three consecutive terms 
but also for his life-long service to the commu-
nity and our country. In 1989, Bill and his wife, 
Debbie, joined the Chamber of Commerce as 
the owners of Eagle One Security. In those 12 
years they have given time and time again, 
and are still at it. 

Bill North’s life is a testament to the found-
ing principles of our great nation. One of 
twelve children born in Cawood, Kentucky, Bill 
grew up working in tobacco fields and on his 
family farm. At only seventeen he enlisted in 
the United States Army, training with the Brit-
ish Commandos to become an Airborne Rang-
er. As a soldier he fought in more than his 
share of battles, including: Normandy, the Bat-
tle of the Bulge, the Rhineland, Northern Eu-
rope and Central Europe Campaigns. His 
bravery and heroism earned him a Silver Star, 
five Bronze Stars, a Presidential Citation, two 
Purple Hearts and many other citations. The 
war not only introduced him to seemingly im-
possible challenges—such as when his outfit 
mistakenly parachuted behind enemy lines 
and landed in a concentration camp, engaging 
in heavy combat, and liberating the victims— 
but also afforded him the opportunity to share 
a meal with Winston Churchill and having 
General Patton remark to him, ‘‘You’ll Make It 
Kid,’’ while riding on the General’s tank. 

After the war, Bill’s long and prosperous ca-
reer included a stint in the steel mills of Detroit 
and government work in California, welding ti-
tanium heat shields for the first manned orbital 
space flight. However, it is his community in-
volvement that has set Bill apart, including: 
fifty-seven years as a Shriner within the Ma-
sonic Order, the Elk & Moose, Junior Mechan-
ics, Odd Fellows, Red Man and numerous oth-
ers. These groups have allowed him to con-
tinue to express his care for humanity by de-
livering meals to those in need and visiting ter-
minally ill children in the hospital. Bill is also 
a co-founder of the Concerned Citizens on Pa-
trol and currently volunteers as a Social Inves-
tigator with the Riverside County Probation 
Department’s Youth Accountability Board Pro-
gram. 

Bill North’s incredible devotion to our nation 
and his outstanding work to promote the busi-
nesses, schools and community organizations 
of the Jurupa Valley Chamber of Commerce 
make me proud to call him a community mem-
ber and fellow American. I know that all of the 
Inland Empire, including myself, are grateful 
for his contribution to the betterment of our 
community and salute Bill as he commences 
his fourth term (third consecutive term) as 
President of the Jurupa Valley Chamber of 
Commerce. I look forward to continuing to 
work with him for the good of the community 
well into the future. 

A SALUTE TO JACK MCLAUGHLIN 
HONORING HIS YEARS OF SERV-
ICE WITH THE BERKELEY UNI-
FIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2001 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor today 
to salute Berkeley Unified School District’s Su-
perintendent, Jack McLaughlin, for his years of 
service to the school district and city of Berke-
ley. 

Superintendent McLaughlin has thirty-seven 
years of service in California’s public school 
system to his credit, with twenty-six of those 
years as a district superintendent throughout 
the state. Additionally, he has also served as 
a teacher, Principal and Assistant Super-
intendent. Dr. McLaughlin is leaving Berkeley 
Unified to become Nevada State’s Super-
intendent of Public Instruction. 

Dr. McLaughlin has made a positive and 
profound impact on the students and faculty of 
Berkeley during his six-year tenure as its Su-
perintendent. These impacts include imple-
mentation of a full scale class size reduction, 
implementation of an Early Literacy Plan, cre-
ation of small school academies at Berkeley 
High School, conversion of the continuation 
school to an alternative high school, imple-
mentation of a rigorous promotion and reten-
tion policy, extension of the day program for 
additional academic student support, construc-
tion of five new school buildings, four magnet 
schools and one new elementary school, re-
placement of over half of the district’s bus fleet 
with more energy efficient and low emission 
vehicles, implementation of a classroom tech-
nology program and creation of Healthy Start 
programs throughout the district to extend 
support for the school district’s families and 
students. 

While this list is just a fraction of his accom-
plishments in an active six-year tenure, it is no 
surprise that Dr. McLaughlin was named as 
California’s Superintendent of the Year in 
1999. 

I proudly join his friends and colleagues in 
thanking and saluting him for his years of 
service and commitment to education and 
wishing him much success on his new career 
in Nevada. Thank you Jack. 

f 

PROTECTING THE MILITARY 
HEALTH CARE BENEFITS OF 
LONG-MARRIED MILITARY 
SPOUSES FOLLOWING DIVORCE 

HON. PATSY T. MINK 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2001 

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, today I 
am introducing legislation extending eligibility 
to use the military health care system and 
commissary stores to un-remarried former 
spouses of a member of the uniformed serv-
ices in certain circumstances. The legislation 
is identical to H.R. 475 which I introduced in 
the 106th Congress. 
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